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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AT the preſſing ſolicitation of certain 
judicious Friends, the Author of the fol- 
lowing pages hath committed to paper as 
much as he can recolle& to have delivered 
on the very intereſting ſubject of them. He 
is happy in the opportunity which is afford- 
ed him of paying ſo public a tribute of reſ- 
pect to the memory of a very worthy man: He 
ſhall feel himſelf happier ſtill, if the ideas 
which are ſuggeſted can in any wiſe alleviate 
the afflictions of the ſurviving friends; but 
happieſt of all, if any of his readers are indu- 
ced ſo to emulate the virtues of the deceaſed, 


as to merit a ſimilar eulogium, and ſhare his 
eternal reward, 
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Pſalm xctv. 19. 


IN THE MULTITUDE OF NY THOUGHTS WITHIN ME, THY 
COMFORTS DELIGHT MY SOUL, 


I N addreſſing you, my beloved hearers, 
on the firſt ſabbath after the commenoement of the 
preſent year, I choſe for the ſubject of my addreſs, 
thoſe very affecting words of Jeremiah to Hananiah, 
cc THIS YEAR THOU SHALT DIE;” and, in ſpeaking 
from them, gave it as my confident opinion that it 
might be applied, with much truth and propriety, 
to ſome one or more of that congregation who were 
then aſſembled before me. There was nothing very 
extraordinary in the prediction, (if it can be called 
by that name) nor what any other miniſter might 
not have ſpoken under ſimilar circumſtances. 1 
had looked back upon the years which had paſſed 


ſince the eſtabliſnment of this ſociety, and had ſeen, 


with exceeding concern, that it had ſuffered the 
yearly loſs of ſome one or more of its members; 
and I concluded, I truſt not unreaſonably, that 
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' rotting in the grave. Oh! that I could bring him 


to your view, altered, changed, disfigured as he now 
is; ſurely the moſt thoughtleſs of you, when you 
viewed this dreadful evidence of the truth of the 
prediction, and ſaw before your eyes the lifeleſs re- 
mains of one whoſe death you thought as little of a 
few days ago as you are now thinking of your own, 
(I ſay the moſt thoughtleſs of you) if your callous 
hearts are not wholly inſenſible to every finer feeling, 
would ſurely experience the moſt ſerious impreſ- 


ſions, and be anxiouſly concerned for your own in- 
dividual ſafety. 


The conſideration of pzaT#, my brethren, is 
always awful and diſtreſſing; eſpecially if he.who 


is the ſubject of it were in the prime and vigour of 
life, and more eſpecially if he leave behind him a 
beloved wife, a darling ſon, an affectionate brother, 
or a faithful ſervant to lament his loſs: but when, 
withal, the deceaſed is our friend, one who with us 
« Jove had knit and ſympathy made one,” fo great a 
friend too, one who contributed ſo largely, and 
yet ſo freely, to the ſupport of this inſtitution, who 
filled the office of Warden with ſo much credit, 
who viſited the poor with ſo much readineſs, who 
taught the children with ſo much affection, and in 
every other reſpect was ſo anxiouſly deſirous of 
promoting our proſperity, happineſs, and peace— 
I ſay, when the deceaſed is one who was our friend, 
and ſuch a friend, then the affliction is increaſed in 
a ſeven fold degree, and, like the Pſalmiſt, a mul- 
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facred ſcriptures do not ſupply a moſt effectual and 
comfortable remedy ; but if there be any afflic- 
tion for the alleviation of which they are more 
peculiarly effectual, it is that which we are this 
evening experiencing, viz. the affliction which ariſ- 
eth from the loſs of a moſt valuable and eſteemed 
friend : and the manner in which theſe divine ſcrip- 
tures do ſupply this conſolatory relief on ſuch an 
occaſion is, by teaching us, as I will proceed to 
ſhew you, 1. That the body does not conſtitute the 
whole of man, but is only the cloathing, as it were, 
of that ſuperior and ſpiritual part which is called 
the Sour, 2. That the Sovr, after its ſeparation 
from the body, entereth immediately into a ſtate of 
ſpiritual exiſtance in the eternal world; and 3. if 
it be a righteous ſoul, entereth at the ſame time 
into the enjoyment of the moſt perfect and undiſ- 
turbed happineſs. 


Permit me to beſpeak your ſerious attention to 
each of theſe important ſubjects. 


That there really exiſts, within the body, a cer- 
tain ſpiritual part which is called the Sour, is evi- 
dent from abundant paſſages of ſacred ſcripture ; 
thus, for example, our Lord faith to his diſciples, 


« fear not them that kill the body, but-cannot kill the 


SOUL :” and to the rich man who was too anxiouſly 
engaged in the accumulation of this world's goods, 
Go ſaid, thou fool, this night thy soul. ſhall be re- 
quired of thee; then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which 

thou 
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| C73 
Moſes ſhewed at the buſh, when be called the Loxp 
the Gob of Abraham, the God of Jaac, and the 
Gob of Jacob; for be is not the God of the dead 
but of the LIVING; for ALL men LIVE unto bim. 
The ſcriptures reveal to us that the diſembodied 
ſpirit of Samuel appeared to Saul; © and Savr 
perceived that it was SAMUEL :” thus proving the 
truth of the remark of the excellent [renzus, that 
ce ſeparate ſouls carry the likeneſs and figure of the 
bodies, ſo that they ſtill may be known thereby.“ 
The ſcriptures further reveal to us, that the diſ- 
embodied ſpirits of Moſes and Elias appeared to 
the diſciples and © zalked” with them, in like 


manner as Samuel had ſpoken with Saul. It is fur- 
ther revealed, that the holy beggar Lazarus, at the 


time of his deceaſe, was © carried by angels 10 
Abraham's boſom,” and that the dying Stephen pray- 
ed to Jesus to © receive his ſpirit.” It was the 
reality of the truth which I am now teaching, which 
induced our Lord to fay to the penitent ſufferer 
who was crucified with him, © This day ſhalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe,” Thy earthly body, thy 
material part, ſhall be hanging on the croſs, or be 
given to the earth as it 1s, but thou, thou thyſelf, 
thy ſpiritual part, thy soul, ſhall this day be enjoy- 
ing with me the ineffable bleſſings of the heavenly 
paradiſe, It was a confident faith in this impor- 
tant truth, that led the Apoſtle to ſay, I defire 
to depart and be with CarisT ;“ and again, «© Whilſt 
we are at home in the body we are abſent from the 
Lorp; but we are willing rather to be abſent from the 
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uon of their being unſpeakably more happy than 
it was poſſible for them to be on this fide the 
grave. Thus it is written, “ Bleſſed are the dead 
who die in the Lok b, they reſt from their labours, and 
their works do follow them.” © Precious in the fight 
of the LorD is the death of his ſaints.” Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear beard, neither have entered into the 
beart of men, the things which Gop hath prepared 
for them that love him.” © Gop doth wipe away all 
tears from their eyes,” and they have entered into that 
kingdom where © there is no more death; neither 


Sorrow, nor crying, - neither ſhall there be any more 
pain,” 


* 


The world which wc at preſent inhabit is “ 4 
vale of tears; its paths are thorny and unequal, 
its ſky is clouded, it is diſturbed with inceſſant 
ſtorms. Could we hear the language of the hearts 
of men, we ſhould hear thoſe from whom, perhaps, 
we ſhould leaſt expect it, oftentimes exclaiming 
with Rachael, © I am weary of my life,” or, with 
Fonah, It is better for me to die than to live: but 
let it never be forgotten, that the world to which 
the righteous have departed is exactly the reverſe 
of this; there all is ſerenity, tranquillity, and peace. 
The affliftions, whether natural or ſpiritual, which 
ſurround us here, were never heard of there. Here 
we experience innumerable cares and ſolicitudes, 
ariſing from the laborious and difficult proviſion 
of that food which is needful for the ſupport of life; 


but there we ſhall experience no anxieties of this 


C kind, 
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kind, for © rhe Lamb which is in the midf "of the 
throne Mall feed us and lead us 10 living fountains of 
waters.” Here we are inveſted with a body which 
is ſubject to a variety of painful ſickneſſes and dif. 
treſſing maladies; a body which, like a delicate in- 
ſtrument, is eaſily out of tune, or, like a crazy ma- 
chine, 1s oftentimes out, of repair: but there we 
ſhall be perfect ſtrangers to afflictions of this kind, 
being for ever diveſted of the corporeal part, and 
everlaſting reſidents in thoſe happy manſions where - 
ce fleſ and blood cannot enter, and where c the 
inhabitants ſhall not Jay 1 am jick.” On earth we 
are perpetually vexed by the oppoſitions of our 
companions and aſſociates, and troubled with the 
perſecutions of pretended friends or avowed ene. 
mies; but in heaven © the wicked ceaſe from troub- 
ling and the weary are at reſt.” On earth we are 
diſtreſſed with the view of the corruptions of the 
world around us; we © cry for the abominations 
that be done in Jeruſalem; ©* Rivers of waters run 
down our cheeks, becauſe they keep not the law of 
Gop,” and © we mourn in ſecret for the pride of I- 
rael; but in Heaven what perfect ſtrangers ſhall 
we be to deſpondencies like theſe, when which ever 
way we turn our eyes we behold thoſe angelic be- 
ings who have © perfeFed holineſs,” Here, alſo, 

ö we too often mourn for the inexhauſtible corruptions 

=. of the world within us; exclaiming with the a- 

ö poſtle, Oh wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 

| | liver me from this body of death; but there we hall 
1 | feel no © /aw of the members warring againſt the 
law 


.& En?) 
Jaw of the mind,” no © carnal mind at enmity with 
Goo,” no ©« fleſh luſting againſt the ſpirit,” no 
gloomy, cold, and diſconſolate ſtates, but heavenly 
light, and life, and peace, will perpetually brighten 
and rejoice the ſoul. But who is able fully to declare 
the ſuperiority of the eternal world when compared 
with that which we now inhabit ? methinks when 
we there view the glories of the divine SoLoMoN, 
and when we exclaim, © happy are theſe thy ſervants 
which tand continually before thee,” we ſhall be ready 


to add, Sebold, one half was not told us.” Oh! 


let us not, therefore, *weep for the dead, nor faſt for 
the dead, but let us rejoice, yea let us rejoice exceed- 
ingly. It is true, indeed, and Iwill readily admit it, 
that we canndt licip Feeling on theſe occaſions: we 
ſhould either be % than men, or more than men 
were we ſtrangers to theſe ſenſibilities. IEsus himſelf, 
in the days of his humiliation, wept over the grave 
of his beloved Lazarus; © the living will lay it to 
heart; the © burſts of ſorrow,” will guſh involunta- 
rily from the eye of the ſurvivor; all this is very true; 
but it is equally true that if we only bring our minds 
under the influence of the delightful conſolations of 
the HoLy word, theſe painful feelings will not be 
of long continuance, and will be followed by un- 
ſpeakable joys. Why ſhould we weep for thoſe 
who are themſelves rejoicing ? why deſire that they 


ſhould return to us who are deſirous of remaining 


where they are; for ever baſking in the noon-tide 
glory of the ſun of righteouſneſs, amidſt “ fullneſs 


of joy and pleaſures for evermore*” 


There 
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ian angels which © encamp around them who fear 
the Lon p,“ amongſt whom there is © joy at the 
repentance of the ſinner, and which are © the mini/- 
tering ſpirits of God, which miniſter unto the heirs of 
ſalvation ;” and who can ſay that the ſpirit of our 
departed friend will not be in the number of theſe, 
and that he will not be a miniſtering medium, in the 
hands of the Lorp, of conveying many ſpiritual 
bleſſings to us all? I am not afraid to declare it is 
my firm belief that he will. Methinks I ſhall never 
enter this chapel, wherein I ſo conſtantly found him 
aſſembled, and eſpecially I ſhall never direct my 
eyes towards yonder ſeat, once the ſeat of inexpreſ- 


ſible delights, but now of manraing friends, without 
finding him preſent to my thoughts, without having 


him brought near to my mind, and without find- 
ing myſelf bleſſed by his holy influence. Oh! ſuf- 
fer me to encourage the delightful belief; rob me 
not of a ſource of ſuch heart-felt joy by any Sad- 
ducean reaſonings; permit me to ſay, that he is 
even now, at this moment, preſent with my ſoul, 
preſſing me to convey the information to his 
ſorrowing brethren, inſtilling into my mind that 
overpowering plenitude of heavenly ideas which I 
this evening experience, and cauſing that peculiar 
volubility of ſpeech and fluency of utterance to 
which you are witneſs, 


But here I muſt obſerve, for it ought to be at- 
tended to, that although the eternal world hath 
abundant, yea inexhauſtible, bleſſings in ſtore for 
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The leading, and moſt ſtriking feature in the 
character of the deceaſed, was goodneſs of heart, 
eſpecially Zrotherly affeion ; for, although thoſe who 
had the happineſs of his intimate acquaintance know 
well that he was a man of no ſmall intellectual 
parts, and poſſeſſed of a conſiderable ſhare of ſcien- 
tific erudition, yet affeFion was in him fo happily 


blended with intelligente, the e=cellencies.of the heart 
ſo proportionably mingled with the excellencies of 


the underſtanding, as at all times to bear, as they 
always ſhould, the moſt manifeſt ſuperiority and pre- 
dominance. I can never call to mind this orderly 
union of affection and intelligence in him, without 
recollecting that commandment of our Lox to all 
his true diſciples, * Be ye wis as ſerpents, and 
HARMLESS as doves; as well as that admonition of 
the apoſtle to his Corinthian brethren, © 7 (freedom 
from) malice be ye children, but in unDeRSTANDING 
be men.” Methinks we could with propriety in- 
ſcribe on the tombſtone of our friend thoſe excel- 
lent words, which were once written for a ſimi- 


lar perſon— 


manners gentle, and affeftions mild, 
An wit a man, ſimplicity a child.” 
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: Aris hardly needful for me to mention to this 


Eongregation the excellent diſpoſitions of one they 


fo highly eſteemed. You knew them well; al- 
though, perhaps, not all of you ſo fully and fo per- 
fectly as thoſe who were in the habits of cloſe inti- 
macy with him, and enjoyed the happineſs of his 
domeſtic ſociety and friendly confidence: for the 
virtues of his heart were of that retired kind which 
do not love to make a proud and oſtentatious diſ- 
play of themſelves before the eyes of the world. 
I remember that, before his deceaſe, having enter- 
ed into converſation with him on a peculiarly in- 
tereſting religious ſubject, and witneſſed the unuſu- 
ally fervent, devout, and pious ſpirit with which he 


ſpake, I ſaid +> 5416 This man's merits are 
not fully known, neither will they, perhaps, until 


he is gone.” It was the next day that he was taken 
irrecoverably ill, and now I feel the truth of the re- 
mark in the moſt poignant manner. Yes, he was 
a ſincerely good man; judge him by whatever teſt 
you pleaſe, he will not be © found wanting,” but 
will paſs with credit. Do we look for © the fruits 
of the ſpirit ®” He had © love, joy, peace, long-/uf- 
fering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, and tem- 
perance.” Do we look for that charity which © /uf- 
fereth long and is kind, which envieth not, which 
vaunteth not itſelf, is not puſſed up, doth not bebave 
ifelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily pro- 
voked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all 
things, bopeth all things, and endureth all things ?” 

| In 


* 9 — 


16 I 


In him this heavenly principle was * N . = | 


cuous. Do we look for an imitation. of the ps 
ample of CHRIST? Like his Maſter he was 
meek and lowly, kind and compaſſionate, benevo- 
lent and beneficent, patient and tolerant, forgiving 
and long-ſuffering, reſigned and obedient. In a 
word, he was, I believe, a true chriſtian, He was 
not a man who made a very loud and conſpicuous 
profeſſion ; he did not exclaim, © Come and ſee my 
zeal for the LogD of Hats! He did not © make 
his voice to be heard on high;” he was not in the 
practice, like the people of the poetic pandemo- 
nium, of 
ce reaſoning high 
On promidence, foreknowleage, witt-wred fate, 
« Fixt fate, free will, foreknowledge abſolute,” 


loſing himſelf in the labyrinths of theological in- 
tricacy ; he did not © make long prayers,” © chuſe 
the uppermoſt ſeat in the ſynagogue,” or * make broad 
bis phylacteries, and enlarge the hem of bis garment ;” 
nevertheleſs, how far ſoever he might be exceeded 
by the generality of profeſſors in © the roRM of 
godlineſs,” I am emboldened to ſay that in © zhe 
POWER here, in the excellencies of the heart, in 
real love to Gop and unaffected charity towards 
his neighbour, he was ſurpaſſed by few. He was 
indeed, ſo far as I am capable of judging, one of 
the beſt men I ever ſaw. 


Permit me to intreat a continuance of your pa- 
tients 


| 1 
cation, whilſt I proceed to ſpeak a word or 
o on his ſpiritual experience. 


Previous to the time when he became acquainted 
with - thoſe doctrines which he died in the profeſſion 
of, he was, like innumerable others of the preſent 
day, unconfirmed in any ſet of religious opinions. 
Whilſt his charity led him to give the hand of 
fellowſhip to every good man who was “ a bearer 
of the word and doer of it,” his rationality, neverthe- 
leſs, ied him to be diſſatisfied with every ſyſtem of 
modern theology. On one hand he heard a trinity 
taught at the expence of the unity; on the other the 
unity at the expence of a trinity. Here he heard 
much concerning faith but little concerning works; 
there much about works but little about faith. One 
teacher he heard enforcing the ſufficiency of reaſon 
to the excluſion of © the ſpirit of truth;” and ano- 
ther the ſufficiency of * the ſpirit of truth,” to the 
excluſion of reaſon. Some were for labour without 
grace, and others for grace without labour. A few 
for the ſpirit without the letter, and numbers for 
the letter without the ſpirit. Theſe, and ſimilar in- 
conſiſtent diſagreements, at the ſame time that they 
_ painfully diſturbed the peace of a mind which delight- 
ed in harmony and union, led him to lament the 
darkneſs in which the chriſtian world is unhappily 
involved, and rendered him both unwilling and un- 
able to join the ſociety of any profeſling chriſtians. 
The Loxp, however, who beheld him © wandering 
in the wilderneſs, in a ſolitary way, finding no city to 

Wo: dwell 
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dwell in,“ at length “ led bim by the rig . te 
be might go to a city of habitation.” It happened be 
motives of curioſity induced him to follow the crowd 
to hear that inimitable eloquence which once drew 
the admiration of the, world within the walls of the 
old temple. At firſt he was pleaſed ; from pleaſure 
he proceeded to approbation; from approbation to 
conviFion; from conviction to confirmation. There 
is a conſiſtency, harmony, and reaſonableneſs in the 
doctrines of the new church when fully known and 
underſtood, which could not fail to recommend them 
to ſo rational a mind ; and the tendency of all to pro- 
duce holineſs and purity muſt have powerfully affect- 
ed a heart fo diſpoſed to virtue. He heartily eſpouſ- 
ed them, and openly profeſſed them. From the 
time of this conviction he was obſerved to make a 
gradual increaſe in ſpiritual good, and to add to his 
former morality the ſpirit of unfeigned piety ; at no 
time, however, did he make ſo rapid an increaſe as 
during the few laft weeks of his life ; owing princi- 
pally to certain books, from the ſerious peruſal of 


which he had derived peculiar benefit“. They 


* The Books here alluded to were The Summary 
View of the eſſential doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith; 
the Manual of practical and experimental pre- 
eepts; but eſpecially, the Letters to a member of 
Parliament on the character and writings of EMANUEL 


SWEDENBORG;' by the pious Rector of Saint . D 
Church in Mancheſter. 


were 


N 


( 19- ) 


4. moon for the ripening of the 


ws ,--Aa; and, when the grain was fully ripe, the di- 


vine reaper put in his ſickle, ſeparated him from the 
earth, and gathered him to 'his heavenly garner. 
He died as he had lived, He had lived full of re- 
ſigned faith, joyful hope, and fervent charity, and in 
this ſpirit he died. J/bether he lived be lived to 
tbe Lok, and whether be died he died to the Log; 
living or dying,” I believe, he was the Lord's 
and the Loxb's alone.” 


During the whole of the afternoon of the preſent 
day, I have been very forcibly impreſſed with an 
idea which has accompanied me this evening to the 
chapel. I am going, thought I, to ſpeak to the 
ſociety on the ſubject of our departed brother. 
Oh! that he, by divine permiſſion, could be there 
viſibly preſent, and could addreſs them himfelf! 
how much more eloquently, becauſe more feelingly, 
would he ſpeak than I can do, and to how much 
grater an effect! | 


Imagine that you behold his diſembodied ſpirit 
before you at the preſent moment. Imagine that 
this holy Lazarus is permitted to come to warn 
you of your danger, and © /o teſtify unto you, left 
you go into the place of torment.” Imagine that 
you hear him addreſs you in the following awful 
words. Suppoſe you hear him ſay, in his uſual 
affectionate manner, | 


9 2 te Oh! 
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c Oh! my brethren, dear to me onte; te 


dearer than ever, whom I once loved, but en 


more than love, my brethren, attend to my voice, 
and let the words that I utter ſink deeply into your 
minds. The important period hath arrived to me 
which is not far from you all. Faith is now loſt in 
ſight. „ no longer ſee as through a glaſs darkly, 
but know even as am known.” I ſee that there is 
an immortal Sour; I ſee, alſo, that there is a ſpiri- 
tual and eternal world, a place of endleſs pain for 
the wicked, and a place of everlaſting bliſs for the 
righteous; and, ſuffer me to remind you, not many 
years, not many months, perhaps not many weeks 


or days, will elapſe before vou alſo will ſee, even as 
I have ſeen. Soon, much ſooner than you imagine, 


you will all, like me, be ſtricken with an irremedi- 
able ſickneſs. You will be ſtretched upon the pain- 
fal bed of death. All hopes of your recovery will 
be pronounced vain. Your friends, your kindred, 
your little ones, if you have any, will hang over you 


drowned in tears, lamenting their approaching lofs, 


and tortured with the anguiſh of parting grief. At 
length, half dead and dying ſtill, in excruciating 
agonies, ſuch as the dying only can conceive, you 
will breathe your lat. The body will be painfully 
ſeparated from the ſoul; the former to return to 
its kindred earth, the latter to ſtand before the judg- 
ment ſeat of CHRIST, to be rewarded, according as 
your works have been, with unceaſing puniſhment 
or eternal joys. .** Oh! that ye were wiſe, that ye 
underſiood this, that ye all would conſider your latter 
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whoſe mind's attention 
ſed in the purſuits and em- 
fleeting, tranſitory world, 


obationary exiſtence, 
and © prepare 10 meet your GO 


in whole vile heart eac 


paſſion and appetite, pride, 
erance, teign uncontrolled in turbulent confuſion, 


ye all ready; for in ſuch an pour as Ye think not the 
 « gs the birds that are 


1 as the fiſhes pat are caught 


in a ſnar c, ſo will ye alſo be ſnared in an evil time, when, 
it falletÞ SUDDENLY upon you.” 
that the one only prepara” 


tion for the heavenly kingdom is che attainment o 
; „and © holineſs of life; « bleſſed 4 


for they ſhall ſee — 8 with- 
man can ſee the Lok. 


12 = 7 
thing needfal” * I be le my eaperly, a 


Log your GOD with all your heart, and with all 
your foul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your ſtrengih; and your neighbour as yourſelves ;” 
« doing og all men as ye would that they ſhould do 
unto you.” Tou will thus be prepared for the holy 
manſions of the Gop of love, and © the congregation 
of the righteous ;”” and you who have formed one 


ſociety in heaven, and join me in glorifying the Fa- 
ther of mercies for his redeeming power and hea- 
venly bleſſings, for ever and for ever.” Amen. 
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obey more” faithfully.” Endeavour to © Ode TO 


happy ſociety on earth, will form together one happy 
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